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Introduction: 
“There is no way to make a drawing – there is only drawing.”  Richard Serra 
What is a drawing?  This course aims to expand the concept of drawing from studies and documentation 
to finished works, 3d objects and performances all while asking you to pay attention to how we observe, 
perceive and communicate through the act of drawing.   
 
Course Description: 
Foundation Studio II will build upon mixed-media and drawing skills and techniques mastered in 
Foundation Studio I. A wider variety of mixed-media, plus wet and dry drawing media will be explored, 
allowing students to expand their visual vocabulary and encouraging diverse solutions to problem 
solving. This will also facilitate a freedom of choice for assignments and an expanded means of 
expression. Color will be introduced and crucial perceptual, conceptual and practical skills further 
expanded. Students will be encouraged to both develop a more thorough personal and individual 
approach to assignments, whilst also interacting with their peers in important group projects, teamwork 
and critiques. 

Course Objectives:  

Students will continue to develop a personal sense of investigation and creative problem solving that 
will prepare them for further art study. The assigned exercises will emphasize the continued 
development of observational skills and techniques as well as a thorough grounding in various drawing 
materials and the appropriate techniques to utilize them.  Composition and visual organizational skills 
will be emphasized in all exercises. Students will be able to apply formal elements learned both in this 
course and Foundations Studio I with an individual, experimental approach.  Each assignment will be 
discussed and analyzed with respect to execution, intent and meaning.  Specific areas to be covered 
through class projects and assignments will include: 
 

 Elements of Art as conveyed through drawing. 

 Focus on composition, form and color in drawing. 

 Utilization of 3pt perspective 

 Use of non-traditional media and installations for drawing. 

 Creation of working drawings in developing solutions 

 Speak and write critically about personal and peer work.   
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Expectations: 

 Attendance is required. Some work will necessarily take place outside of the class, but the 
exchange of ideas, energy and techniques that go on in the studio are irreplaceable and cannot 
be made up.  Only two absences allowed.  The third absence results in a significant penalty of 
the student's grade.  The fourth absence constitutes a failure for the course. 

 Sketchbooks are required and need to come with you each week to class.   

 Since this class only meets once a week, a maximum of 3 absences are allowed.  However, you 
are required to learn the content missed and adhere to assignment deadlines. All assignments 
and class notes can be accessed on the course website.  Again, three absences will significantly 
penalize your grade.  Four absences or more will result in a failing grade for the course.  
Tardiness or early self-dismissal in excess of 4 times will be recorded as an absence.   

 No late work will be accepted.   

 Class critiques will take place at the end of each project and your attendance and participation 
in critiques are factors in the assignment grade.  You must email me before class begins if you 
are sick or need to miss critique for unpreventable reasons.   

 All students are required to keep the studio clean, orderly and safe.   

Grading 

Grades will be based primarily on the quality of your completed work with these considerations:  
 

 creative problem solving (demonstrated effort, attitude, and application of independent 
thinking when addressing the assignment) 

 craftsmanship/presentation (demonstrated ability to follow instructions, cleanliness and 
professionalism of work) 

 fulfillment of project objectives (demonstrated understanding of the purpose of the assignment 
design)  
 

The course will be graded on the traditional A-F evaluation scale  
 
Media Arts Department Grade Scale 
 
93-100 A 
90-92 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 
77-79 C+ 
70-76 C 
60-69 D 
0-60 F  
 
Homework 60% 
Attitude, Participation and Application 10% 
In-class Studio and Critiques 40% 
 

 Grade A: Superior 
Scholarship: strong, exceeding requirements of the course 



Initiative: contributions exceed the assignment, showing independent resourcefulness 
Attitude: positive benefit to class 
Cooperation: productive, constant, spontaneous 
Individual Improvement: marked & growing 
 

 Grade B: Good – Above Average 
Scholarship: accurate and complete, meeting all requirements of course and beyond 
Initiative: good when stimulated by some desirable achievement 
Attitude: proper and beneficial to group 
Cooperation: good 
Individual Improvement: showing marks of progress 
  

 Grade C: Average 
Scholarship: requirements for course work met on time, 95% attendance (missed 1 ½ or less classes), 
reflecting a demonstrated grasp of concepts and reasonable participation, showing evidence of needing 
encouragement  
Initiative: uncertain and apparent only at times 
Attitude: generally neutral, but not objectionable 
Cooperation: Not positive, nor very effective, irregular 
Individual Improvement: very ordinary, definite marks lacking 
 

 Grade D: Below Average 
Scholarship: 86% of all assignments and course requirements met, some of the above mentioned 
requirements have not been met 
Initiative: lacking 
Attitude: indifferent, negative, resistant to engagement with course content 
Cooperation: just fair at times, lacking at other times 
Individual Improvement: not noticeable 
 

 Grade F:  
Most of the above mentioned requirements have not been met. Less than 86% of assignments have 
been completed. 
 
 
Students who may be eligible to receive learning support or physical accommodations must contact the 
Center for Student Success at 412-397-4349 to schedule an appointment with a counselor and to learn 
more about accommodation procedures.  To receive accommodations in this course, arrangements 
must be made through the Center for Student Success, located in the Nicholson Center, 2nd Floor. 
 

Student Responsibility 

Students are expected to have their textbooks and other required course materials (lab books, digital 
media, etc.) at the start of the course. Failure to have required course materials will not be accepted as 
justification for failure to be prepared for class, missed or incomplete assignments, failure to prepare for 
exams, quizzes and other course evaluations or inability to complete other course requirements. The 
only exception to this policy will be situations in which the textbooks and/or other course materials are 
not available from the publisher as determined by availability in the RMU Bookstore. 

about:blank


Academic Integrity 
 
Academic Integrity is one of this university’s highest ethical values. All students are expected to 
understand and adhere to the standards of Academic Integrity as stated in the RMU Academic Integrity 
Policy, which can be found on the RMU website at www.rmu.edu/ai. Any student who violates the 
Academic Integrity Policy is subject to possible judicial proceedings that may result in sanctions, as 
indicated in the Policy. Depending on the severity of the violation, sanctions may range from receiving a 
zero on an assignment, to being dismissed from the university. If you have any question about the 
Policy, please consult your course instructor. 
 
Excerpt from Academic Integrity Policy regarding Fair Use: 
 
Violation of ‘Fair Use':  As noted, students' projects may include any of the following works:  

 speeches, PowerPoint presentations, Web pages, charts, graphs,  illustrations, images, 
photographs, drawings, cartoons,  and the like  

 material obtained through people such as news sources, video and audio recordings, interviews, 
and the like  

 information and opinions obtained through electronic media such as web sites, blogs, images, 
video as well as audio materials, and the like 

 
Improper use of any such work or similar authored by other people is a violation of academic integrity as 
is the failure to comply with "fair-use" requirements. In many cases, written permission from the artist is 
required for use in student's project. Students who feature the original artistic media works of others in 
their projects should ensure that they have complied with the legal and artistic implications of this 
use.  This includes knowledge of the concepts of "licensing," "copyright," "fair use," and "public 
domain."  (See www.fairusenetwork.com)  
 
Media Arts Area Archives  

Each student is required to submit a copy of one project from all courses (digital and/or print form) for 
the Media Arts Archives. I will select this project and it must be turned in at the time of your final project 
submission for this semester. Some of your works will be photographed for the department archives 
which may include more than one project. The Media Arts Department also reserves the right to 
reproduce images of work produced in class for marketing and promotional opportunities. In such cases, 
every attempt will be made to credit your work. 
 
Building Safety and Evacuation Information 
It is important that each student familiarize themselves with the most appropriate route to emergency 
exits in the classroom building.  Should a drill or emergency occur that would require evacuation, the 
class is to meet in a predetermined location away from the building, where attendance will be taken. 
Evacuation routes are posted near the main entrance to every classroom. Never use an elevator in the 
case of an alarm, even if you have been forewarned that it is a drill. 
 
In an Emergency 
 
RMU Police emergency response telephone number is: 412-397-2424.   
From campus telephones dial only: 2424 
 



RMU Alert 
All students are urged to sign up for the RMU emergency alert notifications at: www.rmu.edu/rmualert. 
Always check with RMU to see if classes are in session during inclement weather: 
http://www.rmu.edu/newsroom/Weather 
 
IMPORTANT SPRING 2015 DATES  
 
Saturday, January 17  Last day to drop 15-week courses 
Friday, January 23  Last day for 15-week course drops, adds or course substitutions,  
Monday, January 26  Graduation Application Deadline (RMU website/Academic Services) 
Mon, March 9-Sat, March 14 Spring break 
Friday, March 27  Last day to withdraw from 15-week courses 
Thursday, April 30  830-1030 Final Exam for this Class 
  
Materials and Supplies: 
You will need to purchase various materials for each project. You are expected to come to each class 
with all required materials and prepared to work. Class time is not to be used for gathering or 
purchasing materials, if you are unprepared to work at the beginning of class you will be marked as 
absent. As previously stated class time is invaluable and cannot be made up. 
 
There is a course list set up with dickblick.com.  You are free to purchase these materials from other 
sources or only purchase the items that you do not currently have with the exception of drawing paper.   
 
*IN ADDITION TO THIS LIST, YOU WILL NEED A FOUND PAINTING OR FRAMED PHOTOGRAPH.  THRIFT 
STORES WILL BE THE BEST SOURCE FOR THESE MATERIALS. * 
ANTICIPATE ACQUIRING ADDITIONAL SUPPLIES/MATERIALS FOR EXPERIMENTAL PROJECTS AT THE 
END OF THE TERM.   
 
Dick Blick List: http://www.dickblick.com/lists/blicku/H38KD3LTQE470/publicview/ 
 
Embroidery Scissors (4 in) 
1 yard Unbleached Muslin (38 inches) 
Embroidery Hoop (6” wooden) 
Embroidery Thread (24 skeins) 
Chalk Pastels (12 multiple colors) 
Soft Vine Charcoal (box of 12) 
Medium Vine Charcoal (box of 12) 
Hard Vine Charcoal (box of 12) 
Strathmore Charcoal Drawing Pad (assorted pages) 18x24 minimum of 25 sheets 
Newsprint pad (100 sheets) 
Pigma Micron Set – Black (set of 3, different widths) 
Conte Crayon (box of 4 – white, black, sepia) 
3 sheets of vellum 19.5 x 25.5 inches (Canson) 
Sketchbook (no smaller than 7 x 10)  
Gouache  Set (Caran d’Ache) 8 tubes and a brush 
Water container 
Paint tray 
Assorted Graphite Pencils  
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Factis Extra Soft Eraser 
Gray Kneaded Eraser 
Tpins 
Fixative (Or Hairspray) 
 
PORTFOLIO LARGER THAN YOUR DRAWING PADS.  
 
 
Foundation Studio II Weekly Class Schedule (subject to change) 
 
Week 1: Introductions. What is Drawing?  Extended Arm, Contours and Gestures 
 Review: Value, Line, Composition 
 Big Assignment 1: 30 views 
 Mini Assignment: Found Drawings in Sketchbook 
 PURCHASE ALL NEEDED MATERIALS 
 
Week 2: Contours: Modified and Blind, Organizational Lines  
 Review of Scale and Proportion, Group Foreshortening 
 Pen and Ink 
 Big Assignment 2: Overlapping Contours 
 
Week 3: 3 point Perspective 
 Still life with traditional media: charcoal, graphite, conte 
 BIG ASSIGNMENT 1 DUE 
 BIG ASSIGNMENT 2 CHECK IN 
 
Week 4: Mass, Planes, Weight  

Gouache, white out and graphite: Planar Analysis and color blocking 
Big Assignment 2 due 
Mini Assignment: Found Drawings pt A 

  
Week 5: Color, Wayne White Film, Text as Drawing? 
 Gouache Color Wheels  
 Mini Assignment: Found Drawings pt B 
 Big Assignment 3: Text on found painting or photograph 
 
Week 6: Value 
 Reductive drawing and sgraffito with traditional media, chalk pastels 

Mini Assignment DUE 
Big Assignment 3 check in 

 
Week 7: Balance, Shape and Space 

BIG ASSIGNMENT 3 DUE 
Big Assignment 4: Erase/Deconstruct 
Mini assignment: bring materials, tools for experimental mark making 

 
Week 8: Mark making   
 Experimental media: Image Transfer, various tools for mark making 



Big Assignment 4 check in 
 
Week 9: Figure / Ground 
 Sewing as Drawing 

BIG ASSIGNMENT 4 DUE 
Big Assignment 5: Sewn 

 
Week 10: Negative Space 

Big Assignment 5 CHECK IN 
 
Week 11: Stencils, Graffitti and Debris 
 Silhouettes, Shadows 
 Mini Assignment: Debris Drawings / Interventions 
 
Week 12: Content and Narrative 

Drawing on Objects 
Big Assignment 5 DUE 

 Big Assignment 6 
 
Week 13: FIELD TRIP MATTRESS FACTORY, CMA 
 
Week 14: Sketchbooks due.  Work day.   
 
Week 15: Final Critique on Big Assignment 6 
 
NOTE: Final Class will NOT be at normal time but held on: Thursday April 30, 830-1030  


